     Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Meditation:              “Going Home A Different Way”     

Dedication of Offering      
HOLY COMMUNION -  

      *Hymn -                   “As With Gladness”                      Page 163
      *Benediction                                                           
 L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
 P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 

 P: “Go now in peace.”                                                   
      *Extinguishing of candles



* Postlude 

Worship Service: We welcome you today January 1, 2023 - Epiphany  Sunday/New Year’s Day! Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are concerned about safety. We encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 

CHURCH CALENDAR
Jan. 1, 2023 - New Year’s Day - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online  (No Sunday School);  Holy Communion   (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship),  Communion Servers: Leon Shaffer,  Ann Hale
Jan.    8 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Jan. 10 - 5:30-7:00PM - Community Meal (Dine In only)
Jan. 15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Annual Congregational Meeting & Covered Dish Meal will be held after Worship Service. (meat will be provided)
WE EXTEND OUR DEEPEST CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, Love, Thoughts and Prayers  to family and friends of June Gelnett as June went to be with the Lord on December 22. We pray God surrounds her family with His loving presence, comfort and peace.
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                              January 1, 2023
    Epiphany Sunday/New Year’s Day
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

                            Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Leon Shaffer, Ann Hale, Communion Servers

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
January 1, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM 
Epiphany Sunday/New Year’s Day
  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    Lighting of candles
Announcements                                              
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                  
L:   “Where is the child who has been born king?
P:  The Lord is in his holy temple. Let us pay him homage.
L:  Yes, God is here! Let us celebrate his presence.
P:  With God’s help we will make our whole life a celebration.
L:  Come let us worship together.

 *Hymn -        “O Come, Let Adore Him”                   Page 82           
*Invocation                                                      
 

*Confession:  (In Unison)
Lord, when we think of those Wise Men of old, who journeyed so far under difficult circumstances to come and kneel before you, we are ashamed of how often we fail to make any effort or put ourselves to any inconvenience in order to come into your presence. Forgive us, we pray, and strengthen our resolve to make our whole lives a celebration of your goodness toward us. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
    The Psalm: 72:1-7, 10-14 (Responsive)                                   
L: Give the king Your judgments, O God, And Your righteousness to the king’s Son.
P: He will judge Your people with righteousness, And Your poor with justice.
L: The mountains will bring peace to the people, And the little hills, by righteousness.                                          

P: He will bring justice to the poor of the people; He will save the children of the needy, And will break in pieces the oppressor.
L: They shall fear You As long as the sun and moon endure,
Throughout all generations.
P: He shall come down like rain upon the grass before mowing,
Like showers that water the earth.
ALL:  In His days the righteous shall flourish, And abundance of peace, Until the moon is no more.
Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)
The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
Hymn -                   “We Three Kings”                Page 166
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:                       Matthew 2:1-12                 Bridget Campbell
PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Family of June Gelnett; *Caleb Welcomer, (Home);  Susie Snyder; Randy Byerly; Collin Welcomer; Pastor Kris Heckard; Ed Dobbin; Ed Berra; Carol Knight; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Charlie & Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop; Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders; Susan Lazor;  Kaiya Wilkens; Colton Faust; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday January 10th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Lasagna, garlic bread, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Jan. 5th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
LAY READERS: Jan. 1, 2023 - Bridget Campbell; Jan. 8 - Scott Miller; Jan. 15 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 22 - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: No Sunday School on Jan. 1, 2023; Jan. 8 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Jan. 15 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 22 - Ken Bechtel.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Council President, Elders, Deacons.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sunday January 1, 2022​.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 15, 2023 following 10:15AM Worship Service. A covered dish meal will be shared following the meeting (meat will be provided by the church). 

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 18, 2023. All newly elected Elders and Deacons please attend the meeting.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 22, 2023 during Worship Service.

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 
           THANK YOU FROM ED DOBBIN:

   I am overwhelmed by the amount of prayers, cards, and concern that all of you have done for me these past few weeks.

   Please excuse the fact that I am not able to send out Christmas cards because it is difficult to do. But I wish you all a very Merry Christmas.

   Again, Thanks for your continued prayers and support.

                                                   Ed Dobbin  
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 *********************************************************

____________________________________________________

CANDIDATES FOR 2023 TO BE VOTED ON AT THE

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023
Deacons                    (2 year term) (Vote for Three)
  Bridget Campbell
  2 More Nominations  needed

Elders                       (2 year term) (Vote for Two)

  Sue Faust 
  1 More Nomination needed

Sunday School Superintendent  (2 year term) (Vote for One)

  Sharon Fetterhoff

Nominating Committee (2 year term)  

    Nomination needed       (Vote for One)
National & Conference Delegates (1 Year Term) 

   Nomination needed                        (Vote for Two)
Alternate for Search Committee   (Vote for One)
   (Person would  attend meetings but only vote in absence of another committee member previously approved.)
Other candidates may be nominated for any of the above categories either before or during the Congregational Meeting.

Please pray about considering being an Elder or Deacon or on Nomination Committee or  Conference Delegate.
Prayer for a New Year
    Lord, I give up all my own plans and purposes, all my own desires and hopes, and accept thy will for my life. I give myself, my life, my all utterly to thee, to be thine forever. Fill me and seal me with thy Holy Spirit. Use me as thou wilt. Send me where thou wilt, and work out thy whole will in my life at any cost, now and forever. Amen.
                                             —Betty Scott Stam
Epiphany's significance

    The church season of Epiphany begins on January 6 each year. The name comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, meaning “to appear, to show or to manifest.” The ending date of the Epiphany season is determined by Ash Wednesday, which is determined by the date of Easter.
     Traditionally, Epiphany Day marks the arrival of the Magi, or wise men, to worship the infant Jesus. The significance of Epiphany for Christians is that it symbolizes the first recognition of Christ by Gentiles, or non-Jews.

     The season of Epiphany emphasizes the divine nature of Jesus, the light of the world. Symbols for the season include light, a star and the color green, which represents life, growth, hope and eternity.

For the new year

    H old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)
    A ssemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)
    P ray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)
    P ray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)
    Y ield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)

    N eglect not your talents and opportunities (Galatians 6:10)
    E xamine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)
   W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)

    Y ield your members to righteousness (Romans 6:11, 16)
    E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)
    A im for a perfect, mature faith (Hebrews 6:1)
    R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15-16)
—Gus Nichols

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                     Weekly Devotional for January 1, 2023
Invocation:

Holy and ever-living God, by your power we are created and by your love we are redeemed.  Guide and strengthen us by your Spirit, that we may give ourselves to your service, and live each day in love to one another and to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Scripture:
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14



Matthew 2:1-12
New Years Meditation:   “Going Home A Different Way”

The wise men had just arrived in Jerusalem on their journey from the east.  They didn't really know what to expect, except they were going to see a King–King of the Jews. They were not following just any star, but His star.  They followed His star with great expectations, yet didn’t realize who they were going to see.  They didn’t know where they were going, but only following the star and going a long way.  They did make it and when they arrived and saw the child, bowed down and worshiped Him.  They gave Him gifts, each with special meaning, but even more meaning than they ever knew.

As they were standing before the cradle, they were really standing at the foot of the throne.  The story of the wise men ends with verse 12, but I believe that’s where it really just begins.


When it was time to leave, they went home another way, but I don’t believe that’s all there is to the story.  Here’s what I believe:
· I believe they not only went home a different way geographically, but also spiritually.

· I believe they went home as different persons altogether by being in the presence of holiness.

· I believe once they met the child who would later change the world, they were truly changed.

· I believe they left with a different outlook on life, on God, and on others.

· I believe a change that took place in their hearts and minds…they were converted.

A few years back the state of Louisiana adopted the slogan, "Come As You Are, Leave Different!"  That's the way it should be with Jesus, and there are a number of accounts where this occurred.  Think of the many people in scripture who were changed by their encounters with Jesus: Simeon, The demon possessed man, The paralyzed man on the mat, The bleeding woman, Blind Bartimaeus,  The adulteress, The Samaritan woman at the well,  Zacchaeus, Men on the road to Emmaus, & surely let's not forget the Disciples.  Each of these and many more who met Jesus went home a different way than the way they came.

What about you?  Has your life been changed?  We just finished a season of celebrating the birth of the Messiah – our Lord & Savior.  But the question we each must answer is, “Am I a changed person?”  “Am I different than I was before I encountered Christ in my life?”

Think about it. “How are you different because of Jesus’ presence in your life?”  If you haven’t already, you will be packing up your Christmas decorations and putting them away for another year.

What about your Christmas Spirit?  Will you do the same with your Christmas spirit, with the joy and hope of the season?  The truth of the matter is, Christmas isn’t over, it’s really never over.  


The wise men came to see a king and once they arrived they realized they were seeing the King.  Surely they did not leave the same way they came in – after meeting Jesus, how could they?

It reminds me of how there were special rules on entering and leaving the temple during special offerings and celebrations as recorded in Ezekiel 46:8-10:
“The prince must enter the gateway through the entry room, and he must leave the same way. But when the people come in through the north gateway to worship the Lord during the religious festivals, they must leave by the south gateway. And those who entered through the south gateway must leave by the north gateway. They must never leave by the same gateway they came in, but must always use the opposite gateway. The prince will enter and leave with the people on these occasions.”

Shouldn't it be the same way for us today?  If we came in a spirit of true worship, we will not go home the same way.  We come together each week to worship and praise the God of Heaven and earth.  Do we come each week hoping to be changed by God’s mercy, love, and grace?  Do we come hoping for God to make a change in our lives?  Do we come with great expectations?

The wise men went to Bethlehem not knowing the change that would take place in their lives.  They traveled many miles to bring gifts to a king, not expecting to receive from the King.  They came to give meaningful gifts to a king, but received so much more. They were changed.  Before you can receive a blessing of change, you must first give.  You must give your heart.

Today we stand at the threshold of a new year.  We spend some time reflecting back on the past year considering who we are today, and what we want to change about ourselves for the coming new year. Maybe you made a New Year’s resolution to eat healthier, to exercise more, and lose some weight, or spend more time with family.  But as Christians we don’t make resolutions, we make commitments to Christ.  We came in one door last year and have been walking that path and now we leave by another door and a new path that walks just a little closer to Jesus, one that looks closer at his teachings, and one that gives us new ways to serve him and worship him.


Come and worship at the throne of Jesus?  Will you go home a different way than when you came this morning?  Amen.
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Loving and gracious God, You are the God of love and we thank you that you are with us in every change and transition.  We trust in your love that says, “the Lord Your God goes with you.”  Therefore, as we enter into the New Year, we will not be anxious of the uncertainty, but we declare Your Word that says, we “must not be anxious for anything but in everything through prayer and supplication, make our requests be made known unto you.”

Lord, whether we leave behind a year of joy and trials and difficulties, we pause to give thanks.  Thank you for being with us every day of every year.  Thank you for making all things new and for giving us the grace of fresh starts and new beginnings.  Remind us of your presence in the days to come as things change around us, you always remain the same – faithful, true, trustworthy, and full of grace.  

You know where we need to be set free.  We ask for your healing and grace to cover every broken place, every wound, and every heartache.  Thank you that you are able to do far more than we could ever imagine.  Thank you for your mighty power that works on behalf of your children.  We reach out to you and know that you are restoring and redeeming every place of difficulty, every battle, for your greater glory.  In the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father  . . . Amen.

Benediction:
Now may the God of peace, who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
